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ABSTRACT 

This research aims to explore the perceptions of eleventh-grade students at SMAN 11 Jambi City regarding the use of 

English pop songs, particularly "Fight Song" by Rachel Platten, as a learning medium in listening classes. This 

qualitative study involved 36 students from class XI F7 as participants, selected through purposive sampling. Data 

were collected through questionnaires and unstructured interviews. The questionnaire consisted of 17 Likert-scale 

statements focused on students’ perceptions of English songs in learning listening, while the interviews provided 

deeper insight into student experiences and thoughts. The findings showed that most students had positive perceptions 

of using English songs in listening activities. They reported increased motivation (85%), improved focus and relaxed 

learning atmosphere (76– 77%), enhanced listening skills and pronunciation (73–77%), and found songs to be efficient 

and enjoyable learning media. However, memorizing new vocabulary through songs was perceived as more difficult 

(67%) due to fast tempo, idiomatic expressions, and unfamiliar words. In conclusion, English pop songs especially 

those with relatable themes and easy-to-follow lyrics, can be a valuable tool in enhancing students’ motivation and 

listening skills. This study supports the integration of music-based learning strategies in EFL classrooms to create 

engaging, effective, and student-centered learning experiences. 
Keywords: Students’ perceptions, English Songs, Listening Skill 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In the era of globalization and 

technological advancement, English has 

become a crucial communication tool and a 

gateway to accessing global information. In 

Indonesia, English is taught as a compulsory 

subject at various educational levels, with 

emphasis on four key skills: listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. Among these, listening is 

often regarded as the most challenging skill for 

learners. According to Brown et al. (2017), 

listening is not a passive activity but an active 

process involving attention, comprehension, 

and interpretation of spoken messages. For 

many Indonesian students, difficulties in 

listening arise due to the fast pace of native 

speakers, different accents, and limited 

vocabulary knowledge (Bloomfield et al., 2010; 

Bingol et al., 2014; Graham, 2006). 

Listening plays a vital role in 

communication since it is the foundation for 

other language skills. Without adequate 

listening comprehension, learners may struggle 

to produce language correctly or respond 

appropriately. Therefore, it is essential to 

provide students with engaging and authentic 

learning experiences that can enhance their 

listening ability while reducing anxiety. One such 

approach is the use of English songs as a learning 

medium. 

Music, especially songs, has been recognized as a 

powerful educational tool. Maru (2009) and Griffe 

(1992) argue that songs help create an enjoyable 

classroom environment, reduce learners’ anxiety, 

and increase motivation. Songs also provide 

authentic exposure to natural speech, pronunciation, 

and rhythm, which are often absent in textbook 

materials. Pop songs, in particular, are relatable to 

students’ daily lives as they often feature emotional 

and motivational themes with easy-to-follow lyrics. 

This familiarity makes them an effective vehicle for 

learning English listening skills (Sevik, 2012; Dale, 

1992). 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In order to provide a strong theoretical 

foundation, this section reviews the concepts of 

listening, perception, the pedagogical role of songs, 

and findings from previous research. 

1. Theories of Listening 

Listening is the ability to understand and interpret 

spoken language in real time (Brown, 2017). 

Krashen’s Affective Filter Hypothesis (1982) 

mailto:ocha422@yahoo.com


JELT: Journal of English Language Teaching, Vol. 10, No. 1 Tahun 2026 

 

 

 

45 
Students’ Perceptions on the Use of English Songs in Listening Classes at Grade XI of SMAN 11 Jambi City 

emphasizes that learning occurs most 

effectively when emotional barriers—such as 

anxiety and lack of motivation—are 

minimized. Songs naturally reduce these 

barriers by creating a relaxed and positive 

environment conducive to learning. 

Furthermore, the repetitive structures of songs 

enhance language automaticity (Gatbonton & 

Segalowitz, 1998), helping learners internalize 

vocabulary and grammatical patterns 

subconsciously. 

 

Theories of Perception 

Perception is the cognitive process of 

organizing and interpreting sensory information 

(Robbins, 2019). It involves both internal and 

external factors. Internal factors include 

motivation, attitude, attention, and interest, 

while external factors include learning 

environment, teaching method, and materials 

(Walgito, 2013; Thoha, 2003). Positive 

perceptions lead to active participation and 

better learning outcomes. In language learning, 

students’ perception of a method directly 

influences their motivation and success. 

 

The Use Songs in Language Learning 

Songs are valuable linguistic resources that 

integrate vocabulary, grammar, and 

pronunciation within a meaningful and 

enjoyable context (Hornby, 1990; Brewster et 

al., 2002). They provide authentic examples of 

real language use, which helps learners 

understand pronunciation and intonation in 

context (Murphey, 1992). Lo and Li (1998) also 

note that music reduces students’ negative 

attitudes toward foreign languages. Moreover, 

songs provide cultural insights, introducing 

learners to expressions and idioms used by 

native speakers (Lorenzutti, 2014). 

 

Students’ Perceptions of Using Songs 

Research has shown that songs increase student 

engagement, reduce anxiety, and improve 

comprehension. Mena and Chapetón (2014) 

found that songs helped Colombian learners 

express emotions and participate actively. 

Similarly, Avdiu (2022) reported that songs 

improved students’ confidence and attitudes 

toward English in Kosovo. Learners from Vietnam 

and Romania also reported better vocabulary and 

pronunciation outcomes after learning with songs 

(Anh, 2019; Camară & Naznean, 2022). Therefore, 

students’ positive perceptions are key indicators of 

the success of song-based learning. 

 
METHODOLOGY 

This section explains the design, 

participants, instruments, data collection, and 

analysis procedures used in the study. 

Research Design 

This research used a mixed-method approach that 

combined quantitative (questionnaire) and 

qualitative (interview) techniques. The design 

provided both numerical trends and in-depth 

explanations, allowing triangulation of findings 

(Creswell, 2014). 

The study was conducted at SMAN 11 Jambi City 

in 2025. Participants included 36 students from 

class XI F7, selected through purposive sampling. 

This sampling technique was chosen because 

participants had prior experience using English 

songs in their listening activities. 

Two instruments were employed: 

A questionnaire Containing 17 statements 

based on a 5-point Likert scale (1 = strongly 

disagree, 5 = strongly agree). It measured 

students’ perceptions across three dimensions: 

attitudes toward learning English through 

songs, perceived benefits, and perceptions of 

songs as learning media. 

1. Unstructured interviews, Conducted with five 

participants to explore detailed personal 

experiences and opinions. Questions were 

guided by key indicators such as motivation, 

enjoyment, vocabulary acquisition, and 

classroom atmosphere. 

 

Table 1 interview Guide Grid 
Variable Aspect Indicator Instru

ment 

numbe

r 

Students

’ 

percepti

ons on 

the use 

Interna

l factor  
• Attitude 1,9 

• Attention 2 

• Interest 3,8 
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of 

english 

songs in 

listening 

• Motivation 4,10 

Ekster

nal 

factor 

• Object 5,7 

• Environment 6 

 

Adopted:Tolhairi (2003) & Maghfiroh (2022)  
 

The researcher distributed 

questionnaires during class and collected them 

after completion. Interviews were then 

conducted individually, either face-to-face or 

online, depending on students’ availability. All 

participants provided informed consent. 

Quantitative data from questionnaires 

were analyzed using percentage calculations to 

summarize students’ responses. Qualitative data 

from interviews were analyzed thematically 

following Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-step 

framework: familiarization, coding, theme 

identification, review, definition, and 

interpretation. The integration of both datasets 

provided a holistic understanding of students’ 

perceptions. 

 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The questionnaire results indicated 

overwhelmingly positive student perceptions. 

Motivation: 85% agreed or strongly agreed that 

English songs increased their motivation and 

enthusiasm. 

Focus and Atmosphere: 76–77% stated that 

songs improved focus and created a more 

relaxed classroom environment. 

Listening and Pronunciation: 73–77% agreed 

that songs helped them recognize pronunciation 

patterns and improve listening comprehension. 

Challenges: 67% acknowledged difficulties in 

catching new vocabulary due to fast tempos and 

idiomatic expressions. 

Overall, the mean score indicated a “positive” 

level of perception across all indicators. 

 

Qualitative Findings 

Interviews revealed three major themes: 

Motivational Impact 

Students expressed that songs made learning 

enjoyable and reduced their anxiety. One student 

said, “I feel more confident to listen when we use 

songs; it’s not stressful like usual listening tests.” 

 

This finding supports Krashen’s (1982) theory that 

lowering the affective filter enhances language 

input. 

Linguistic Benefits 

Students noted improvement in recognizing 

pronunciation, accent, and rhythm. They also gained 

new vocabulary through repetition. However, some 

mentioned that understanding idioms and fast lyrics 

remained difficult. 

• Emotional and Environmental Effects 

Students described song-based lessons as “fun,” 

“relaxing,” and “different from ordinary listening.” 

They preferred learning with popular songs because 

the lyrics were relatable and motivational. 

1. The Result of Questionnaire 

The questionnaire results showed that the majority 

of students perceived English songs positively in 

their listening classes. For example, 85% of students 

agreed that songs increased their motivation. 

Around 76–77% reported that songs made the 

learning atmosphere more relaxed and improved 

their focus. A similar percentage agreed that songs 

helped enhance listening skills and pronunciation. 

However, 67% admitted that memorizing 

vocabulary through songs remained difficult due to 

fast tempo and idiomatic expressions. 

 

Table 1. The Result of Questionnaire 

 

No 
Statement Score Percen

tage 

1 I listen  to English songs to 
practice my English skills. 

146 81% 

2 
Listening to English song never 
bores me because it is exciting. 147 82% 

3 English songs can 153 85% 

4 
Listening to English songs while 
learnng  can  make  me  more 
focused. 

137 76% 
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5 
Using English songs while 

learning English can make the 

learning  atmosphere  more 
relaxed. 

138 77% 

6 

Listening to English songs 
makes me more familiar with 
the English words. 

137 76% 

7 
Listening to English song make 
me easy to memorize a new 
vocabulary. 

121 67% 

8 English  songs  help  me  to 
speak like a native speaker. 

134 74% 

9 
English songs can make me 

more active in learning English 
in the classroom. 

136 76% 

10 

Using English songs as learning 

media in class can help me to 

understand the material better. 

134 74% 

11 I usually practice my listening 
skill using English songs. 

132 73% 

12 
English songs can be efficient 

listening learning media because  

I  can  access  them 
anywhere and anytime. 

137 76% 

13 
I enjoy using English songs 
as my listening learning media 139 77% 

14 
English songs are good media to 
support listening activities. 139 77% 

15 English songs can help me to 
improve my listening skill 

136 76% 

16 
English songs can help me 

enhance my listening skill and 

pronounciation in a 
fun way 

138 77% 

17 
I feel more comfortable 

learning listening skills using 
English songs rather than using 

other media. 

132 73% 

 

2.  The Result of Interview 

The interviews confirmed the questionnaire 

results and provided more detail. Students 

shared that they felt more engaged and less 

bored when songs were included in lessons. 

They highlighted that songs created a fun 

learning atmosphere and increased their 

willingness to practice listening. Some 

students, however, admitted difficulties in 

catching every word in songs, especially when 

singers pronounced words quickly or used 

unfamiliar expressions. 

 
DISCUSSION 

The findings confirm that English songs 

positively influence students’ affective and 

cognitive engagement. The relaxed atmosphere 

fosters concentration and reduces anxiety, 

validating Griffe’s (1992) and Murphey’s 

(1992) claims. Moreover, pop songs serve as 

authentic linguistic input that facilitates listening 

practice beyond the textbook (Sevik, 2012). 

However, vocabulary comprehension challenges 

suggest the need for teacher mediation, such as pre-

listening vocabulary discussions or lyric-based 

comprehension exercises. Teachers can also select 

songs with clearer pronunciation and moderate 

tempo to suit students’ proficiency levels. 

 
CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that students have 

highly positive perceptions of using English songs 

in listening classes. Songs enhance motivation, 

focus, and enjoyment while improving listening and 

pronunciation skills. Although vocabulary difficulty 

remains an obstacle, students still prefer song-based 

learning due to its authenticity and entertainment 

value. Therefore, integrating songs—particularly 

pop songs with clear pronunciation and relevant 

themes—can significantly improve students’ 

engagement and listening comprehension. 
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